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WHAT IS THEME?

1. The central message of a literary work.

2. The idea the author wishes to convey about a subject /
topic (war, courage, etc.).

3. Expressed as a complete sentence or general statement
about human nature / life.

4. Implied by the reader; not directly stated by the author.
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A THEME I§. ..

1. An observation: It makes a comment about the way
things appear to be in reality.

2. Original and thoughtful: It should be something that
you find interesting, something a bit philosophical whose
wording you have come up with by yourself.

3. General and about reality: It translates the characters
and plot into generalizations such as “people” or
“parents” or “raising a child,” etc.
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HOW TO FIND THE THEME:

1. List topics / subjects found in a text (love, friendship, war,
etc.).

2. Begin a sentence with “The author believes that ....”
3. Finish the sentence with a statement about the topic.

4. Revise by erasing the words “The author believes that...”
and words like “you” and “should.”
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EXAMPLE

=TOPIC: Friendship
=“The author believes that...”

=“The author believes that friendships can be formed in the
strangest of ways.”

- THEME!
=Friendships can be formed in the strangest of ways.




