Name __________________________________

Theme vs. Topic – “The Most Dangerous Game”

Please do now:  What is the difference between a theme and a topic? Provide a definition of each:

· Theme – 

· Topic – 

With a partner:

List as many topics from “The Most Dangerous Game” that you can.
· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

· __________________________________

Notes about theme:

1. A theme often follows the ____________________________ and _______________________ formula.

2. Theme is different from a ____________________________.  It doesn’t state what people should or should not do.   Instead, it says something about ________________________________________________________.  

A moral might be as follows: Look before you leap. The theme from the same story might be as follows: _______________________________________________________________________________________________.

Theme in “The Most Dangerous Game”
Select three other topics from the class list, and write a theme statement for each.

	TOPIC
	THEME STATEMENT

	
	

	
	

	
	


CONSTRUCTED RESPONSES

The three parts of a constructed response include:

1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE:
Richard Connell’s “The Most Dangerous Game” shows that when people have the will to live, they will do anything to survive. (TOPIC SENTENCE = THEME)

· The narrator states, “The Cossack was the cat; he was the mouse. Then it was that Rainsford knew the full meaning of terror. ‘I will not lose my nerve. I will not’” (Connell 54). (EXAMPLE)

· It is clear at this point that the hunt is on and Rainsford knows that he must fight for his life and he cannot lose his nerve or he will lose. (ANALYSIS)
· Later in the story, Rainsford realizes that his circumstances were dire: “Then he ran for his life. The hounds raised their voices as they hit the fresh scent. Rainsford knew now how an animal at bay feels” (Connell 57). (EXAMPLE)

· Rainsford realizes at this point in the hunt that he was in a fight for his life and he has to do anything to survive. (ANALYSIS)

CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE:
What is the theme of Richard Connell’s “The Most Dangerous Game”?
Rubric:  

3 points – Topic sentence – Introduce a precise, knowledgeable claim that is debatable, defensible, narrow, and specific.  Establish the significance of the claim. This should include the author and title of the piece.
3 points – Evidence (Data) – Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim.                      
                                                                                                                                                           YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS – “Direct Quote from your novel” (Author’s Last Name Page #).  

3 points – Analysis (Reasoning) – Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim in your topic sentence. 

Constructed Response:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
